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Intro: Freiburg and the Upper Rhine Valley
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Intro: Greencity Freiburg
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Technical visits Seminars Longterm Projects

Intro: About Innovation Academy e.V.
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Collaboration with UNC

Since 2013 we supported various UNC-fieldtrips to Freiburg, Hamburg 
and Copenhagen. In 2025 we organized the UNC-visit to Paris and in 
2026 we hosted again a UNC group in Freiburg.

Introduction



z

IA Internship Program Freiburg –

www.innovation-academy.de

Experience with American and Canadian interns

Keven

Luke

Kristina

ConnorHana

Edward
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The IA sustainability internship program

o Program for internships in the context of sustainability for 

American students in Freiburg

Our offer:

o Internship placements in companies, institutions, research 

institutes and non-profit organizations in the wider context of 

sustainability

o Housing in guest families, studio apartments or assistance in 

finding a place in a shared student flat

o Supporting program with intercultural training, excursions in the 

context of sustainability, company visits and meetings for a regular 

exchange of the interns, optional language courses and weekend 

programs

Introduction
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Interns in 2023

In 2023, we welcomed first 3 interns from Bryn-Mawr College

Introduction
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Interns in 2024

In 2024, we had a group of 6 interns from Bryn-Mawr-College and UNC

Introduction
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Interns in 2025

In 2025, we hosted 5 interns from Bryn-Mawr-College and UNC

Introduction
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Interns in 2026

In 2026, we welcomed a group of 14 interns from Bryn-Mawr-College, 
Wellesley College, Oberlin College and Connecticut College

Introduction
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Support by Innovation Academy

Services before program start
• Online-Information-Session and organization of the application process
• Support with approval by German employment agency and Visa 

application if required 
• Support for the booking of accommodation
• Health and liability insurance
• Additional support before arrival

Services during the program
• Welcome-days with pick-up, welcome dinner and introduction and 

orientation course
• Support in organizing a language course, public transit-tickets and bike-

sharing
• Internship exchange days
• Emergency support
• Optional excursions

Program 2027  
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Application process

1

Get informed:

• Participate in an online 
Information Session

• Study the provided 
information PDF`s

• Visit website of potential 
host institutions 

• Decide where you want to 
apply

2

Application and admission:

• Prepare your application and 
adress resume & cover letter to 
the desired host institution, but 
send it to: Steffen Ries at 
info@innovation-academy.de

! Deadline is January 06, 2027!

• Participate in an interview with 
the potential internship 
employer if you are selected

Program 2027  
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Internship opportunities

Öko-Institut
The Öko-Institut is one of Europe’s leading independent 
research and consultancy organizations working for a 
sustainable future. 

Support for ongoing consulting and research projects on
the heat transition in Germany.

Working hours: 35-40h per week.

Location: Freiburg

Language: English but limited proficiency in German 
language is helpful

Learn about the experiences of Katie (2024)

Program 2027  

Possible for example for:
Economics / Industrial 
Engineering / Environmental 
Sciences / Finance Management

https://www.oeko.de/en/
https://www.oeko.de/en/
https://www.oeko.de/en/
https://www.brynmawr.edu/news/katherine-durow-25-achieves-high-integrity-climate-action-freiburg-germany
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Internship opportunities

Biospärenreservat Südschwarzwald
The Black Forest biosphere area is designated as a UNESCO 
biosphere reserve. Biosphere reserves are regions in which the 
coexistence of man and nature is promoted.

Conduct research, support the social media activities and  work 
on various other tasks. A focus of the application on one or two 
of the described working areas can be helpful.

Working hours: 35-40h per week.

Location: Schönau im Schwarzwald 

Language: German language skills at level B1 
or similar are a prerequisite for the internship.

Learn about the experiences of Juliana (2024) and Ellen 
(2025) and watch the video interview with Millie (2026) –
Password: IASI_2026

Program 2027  

Possible for example for:
German / Politics / Biology / 
Environmental Sciences / 
Education Science / 
Geography

https://www.biosphaerengebiet-schwarzwald.de/
https://www-test.brynmawr.edu/news/juliana-vair-26-heads-woods-unesco-biosphere-reserve-internship
https://summerinternships.blogs.brynmawr.edu/2025/08/25/interning-at-the-unesco-black-forest-biosphere-reserve-by-ellen-valliere-27/
https://summerinternships.blogs.brynmawr.edu/2025/08/25/interning-at-the-unesco-black-forest-biosphere-reserve-by-ellen-valliere-27/
https://vimeo.com/1219840142
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Internship opportunities

livMats – FIT - Natural Sciences (3-4 Options)
livMats (Living, Adaptive and Energy-autonomous
Materials) is a renowned research cluster at the Freiburg 
Institute for Interactive Materials and Bioinspired 
Technologies.

Assist in performing research in a highly international and 
interdisciplinary setting in Chemistry, Material Sciences, 
Physics, Bionics and Mechanical Engineering.

Working hours: 35-40h per week.

Location: Freiburg

Language: English

Program 2027  

Learn about the experiences of Emma (2025), Esma 
(2026), and Linnea (2026) and watch the video 
interview of the 2026 interns – Password: IASI_2026

Possible for example for:
Chemistry / Material Sciences, 
Physics / Bionics / Mechanical 
Engineering / Biology 

https://www.livmats.uni-freiburg.de/en
https://www.livmats.uni-freiburg.de/en
https://www.livmats.uni-freiburg.de/en
https://www.livmats.uni-freiburg.de/en
https://summerinternships.blogs.brynmawr.edu/2025/08/25/bioinspired-polymer-research-in-the-sustainable-city-of-freiburg-emma-blersch-27/
https://summerinternships.blogs.brynmawr.edu/2026/09/23/esma-bilgi-28-a-summer-printing-the-future/
https://summerinternships.blogs.brynmawr.edu/2026/09/23/esma-bilgi-28-a-summer-printing-the-future/
https://summerinternships.blogs.brynmawr.edu/2026/09/18/a-summer-of-polymer-physics-research-at-the-university-of-freiburg-with-linnea-siderhurst-27/
https://vimeo.com/1219840143
https://vimeo.com/1219840143
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Innovation Academy
Innovation Academy is a small NGO and sees itself as part of a 
global movement that aims to contribute to societal 
transformation through education on sustainability.

Support IA with activities related to sustainability education, 
including  participating in guided tours, social media, 
translation tasks and research.

Working hours: 35-40h per week.

Location: Freiburg

Language: English but limited proficiency in German language 
is helpful

Internship opportunities

Learn about the experiences of Nuha (2023), Natasha (2024) 
and Priita (2025) and watch the video interview of the 2026 
interns – Password: IASI_2026

Program 2027  

Possible for example for:
Environmental Sciences / 
Education Science / German 
Geography / other areas

https://www.innovation-academy.de/
https://www.brynmawr.edu/news/summer-internships-nuha-mohammed-25
https://www.brynmawr.edu/news/natasha-ring-26-explores-new-approaches-environmental-education-abroad
https://summerinternships.blogs.brynmawr.edu/2025/08/25/priita-peterson-26-interns-at-innovation-academy-in-germanys-green-city/
https://vimeo.com/1219841210
https://vimeo.com/1219841210
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Internship opportunities

GartenCoop Freiburg
Gartencoop Freiburg is a community-supported agriculture 
(CSA) cooperative near Freiburg. 
Support the farming team in agricultural activities and assist  
in the preparation, implementation, and
follow-up of GartenCoop activities as part of the
„AgriKultur Festival“

Working hours: 25-30h per week, sometimes on weekends

Location: Tunsel, approx. 20km from Freiburg

Language: English but limited proficiency in German language 
is helpful

Learn about the experiences of Cece (2026) and Lucy (2026)
and watch the video interview – Password: IASI_2026

Possible for example for:
No specific requirement but 
strong interest in agriculture 
and willingness to do physical 
work

Program 2027  

https://www.gartencoop.org/tunsel/
https://agrikulturfestival.de/
https://summerinternships.blogs.brynmawr.edu/2026/09/24/my-farming-internship-at-the-garten-coop-by-cece-albright-28/
https://summerinternships.blogs.brynmawr.edu/2026/09/23/anbau-und-landwirtschaft-by-lucy-brannon-27/
https://vimeo.com/1219840141
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Weingut Andreas Dilger
Andreas Dilger Winery is an organic winery. As a small, 
independent winery, it combines organic farming, 
innovative grape varities, the production of alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic wines, sales and event management. An 
internship provides practical experience in different areas 
of organic viticulture and winery operations, but also in the 
fields of marketing and event management.

Working hours: 35-40h per week.

Location: Freiburg

Language: English but limited proficiency in German 
language is helpful

Internship opportunities

Program 2027  

Possible for example for:
Environmental Sciences & 
Education / Business 
Administration, Marketing & 
Management / Agriculture

The internship is a new opportunity that we will be 
offered for the first time in 2027.

https://www.weingut-andreas-dilger.de/
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Internship opportunities

BadenCampus and ARISE Accelerator
BadenCampus is a dynamic innovation and technology 
hub fostering collaboration between startups, established 
companies, researchers, and investors. The ARISE 
Accelerator is BadenCampus’ deep-tech acceleration 
program supporting early-stage founders in turning
innovative ideas into scalable businesses.

Working hours: 35-40h per week

Location: Freiburg

Language: English but limited proficiency in German 
language is helpful

The internship is a new opportunity that we will be 
offered for the first time in 2027.

Possible for example for:
• Economics & Engineering
• Environmental Sciences
• Communication & Media 
Studies

Program 2027  

https://www.badencampus.de/
https://www.arise-accelerator.de/
https://www.arise-accelerator.de/
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Waldhaus Freiburg
The WaldHaus Freiburg is an innovative environmental 
education center. It aims to educate people of all 
generations about forests, climate, and
sustainability in the spirit of Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD). As a bridge between the forest and 
society, the WaldHaus collaborates with other educational 
institutions, hands-on partners, and research organizations.

Working hours: 39h per week.

Location: Freiburg

Language: German language skills at level B1 
or similar are a prerequisite for the internship.

Internship opportunities

Program 2027  

Possible for example for:
Environmental Sciences /
Biology / Forestry / Geography 
/ Education Science / Teacher 
Training

The internship is a new opportunity that we will be 
offered for the first time in 2027.

https://www.waldhaus-freiburg.de/
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Internship opportunities

IVU Umwelt GmbH
IVU Umwelt GmbH has been active in the field of air 
quality management for more than 30 years. Its core 
expertise includes consulting, the development and 
application of air quality models, emission inventories, 
software solutions, and the integration of models and 
data into Geographic Information Systems (GIS).

Working hours: 35-40h per week

Location: Freiburg

Language: English but limited proficiency in German 
language is helpful

The internship is a new opportunity that we will be 
offered for the first time in 2027.

Possible for example for:
Engineering or natural sciences 
related to meteorology, physics, 
or mathematics

Program 2027  

http://www.ivu-umwelt.de/
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ASF Freiburg
ASF is Freiburg's municipal service company responsible for 
waste collection, street cleaning, and waste management.
Its activities contribute to maintaining a clean urban 
environment and promoting the responsible use of
resources. ASF operates various recycling centers and 
secondhand store, the FUNDFABRIK. Interns will mainly 
support at these two locations. 

Working hours: 39h per week.

Location: Freiburg

Language: German language skills at level B1 
or similar are a prerequisite for the internship.

Internship opportunities

Program 2027  

Possible for example for:
Environmental Sciences /
Biology / Forestry / Geography 
/ Education Science / Teacher 
Training

The internship is a new opportunity that we will be 
offered for the first time in 2027.

https://www.abfallwirtschaft-freiburg.de/
https://fundfabrik.de/
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What is important for a successful application

Prepare your application well:
• Read the provided information sheets carefully
• Do own research about the host organization and the area of work of the 

internship

Work on a tailored application:
• Show why you are exactly the right candidate for the advertised position
• Show your motivation and personal interest, but stay focused on the required 

qualifications 

Make sure your profile fits:
• Are you a current sophomore or junior
• Are you enrolled in a suitable degree program
• Do you have any relevant work experience or other skills which might be helpful
• Have you attended courses at university that are related to the internship?

Program 2027  
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Time-line for 2026

November 2026: Online-info-sessions

December 2026: Time for application – Deadline is January 06, 2027

January - March 2027: Approval by the host organizations of the 
internships / Confirmation by the selected candidates

February - April 2027: Approval process by the Federal Employment 
Agency (BA) and Visa-Application - only relevant if certain conditions 
apply

March-April 2027: Travel arrangements

May 22nd – August 08th 2027: Internship period in Freiburg

Program 2027  
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Costs of participation

Program fee

Providing of information material and information sessions, coordination of 
application process, support with visa application, organization of housing or 
support on searching a shared students flat, liability- and health insurance, pick up 
at the train station, welcome dinner, orientation seminar, exchange, additional on-
site support, emergency contact

2,750€

Accommodation costs for 11 weeks

Accommodation in shared student flat – organized by participant 
with support by IA

Approx. 1200-1500€

Accommodation with guest family organized by IA Approx. 1100-1300€

Accommodation with furnished apartment organized by IA Approx. 3000-4800€

Other costs

Living costs for 11 weeks Approx. 1500-1700€

Airfare Approx. 600-1200€

Transportation in Germany Approx. 300€

Approximate total costs 6,250€ – 10,750€

Program 2027  
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Scholarships opportunities

https://www.iie.org

https://www.gilmanscholarship.org/

https://www.goabroad.com/scholarships-abroad/intern-abroad 

Program 2027  

https://www.iie.org/
https://www.gilmanscholarship.org/
https://www.goabroad.com/scholarships-abroad/intern-abroad
https://www.goabroad.com/scholarships-abroad/intern-abroad
https://www.goabroad.com/scholarships-abroad/intern-abroad
https://www.goabroad.com/scholarships-abroad/intern-abroad
https://www.goabroad.com/scholarships-abroad/intern-abroad
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Accommodation: Black F House

Program 2027  

51€ - 61€/night
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Accommodation: Campo Novo Business

Program 2027  

39€ - 42€/night
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Additional aspects of importance

Cost of living in Germany

Work culture

Travel costs

Holidays

Different employer – different conditions

Additional savings

Application requirements

Safety
Leisure activities

Program 2027  
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Thank you very much for your attention. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me:

Steffen Ries
info@innovation-academy.de

More Information about Innovation Academy:

Ein Bild, das Grafiken, Farbigkeit, Grafikdesign, Design enthält.

KI-generierte Inhalte können fehlerhaft sein.

https://www.innovation-academy.de/en/ 

https://www.instagram.com/in.academyfreiburg

mailto:info@innovation-academy.de
mailto:info@innovation-academy.de
mailto:info@innovation-academy.de
https://www.instagram.com/in.academyfreiburg/?hl=en
https://www.innovation-academy.de/en/
https://www.innovation-academy.de/en/
https://www.innovation-academy.de/en/
https://www.instagram.com/in.academyfreiburg
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